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of true creativity—doing     
justice, making peace, healing 
families, resisting temptation, 
seeking and winning true 
freedom—is an earthly event 
in a long history of things that 
implement Jesus’ own      
resurrection . . .” 

To all of our apathy, all of our 
indifference, all of our          
in-action, Jesus stands in the 
doorway to our bedrooms: 
“Come on, it’s time to get 
up! Let’s go!” 

May we experience a        
wonder-filled resurrection in 
our lives and our community 
this Easter Season. 

Grace and Peace,              
Pastor Geoff 

 

A Resurrection of Wonder 
 

“Come on, it’s time to get up!” 
“Let’s go!” My mom called to me, 
standing in the doorway of my  
bedroom. 

I can still remember as a six-year-
old, wiping my sleepy eyes as I 
slowly rose from my bed, long  
before sunrise. Even though it was 
an earlier-than-normal wake-up 
call, I was immediately filled with 
anticipation. 

Every year on Resurrection    
Morning, my mom would wake my 
brother and me up extremely early, 
make sure we grabbed a little 
breakfast, and then we would ride 
together to a huge field by the   
Review and Herald Publishing  
Association to see the annual     
Resurrection Re-enactment. While 
we lived nearby, every time the 
Review and Herald put on one of 
these Easter dramas, they would 
ask my dad to play Jesus, (probably 
because he always had a full beard). 

 As I watched, through sleepy eyes, 
the scenes of Resurrection Morning 
unfold, and as I huddled for 
warmth with my mom and brother, 
sitting on cold bleachers outside in 
the crisp, early morning air, I 
couldn’t help but be filled with 
wonder. “What was all of this 
about?” “What was going to happen 
next?” “What does all of this 
mean?” 

 

As a kid, celebrating the            
Resurrection was truly a     
wonder-filled experience. 

According to the gospel of   
Matthew, the first witnesses to 
the Resurrection were filled 
with a similar kind of wonder: 
“So the women hurried away 
from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy, and ran to tell his  
disciples” (Matthew 28:8, NIV). 

When I read this verse, I can’t 
help but ask myself, “Am I still 
afraid, yet filled with joy at the 
mystery of the Resurrection?” 
“Am I still full of wonder?”  
After all, the event of the     
Resurrection of God that  
morning so many years ago 
makes it possible for             
resurrection to take place right 
here every day; in our personal 
lives, in our relationships, and 
in our world. The Resurrection 
was not a one-and-off event, 
but rather, something that is 
offered to us through the Holy 
Spirit on a daily basis. (“Behold I 
make all things new,”         
Revelation 21:5, NIV.) God’s 
act of Resurrection, whether in 
our personal lives, our         
relationships, or our world, 
should always leave us filled 
with wonder. 

New Testament scholar N. T. 
Wright, in his book, Surprised by 
Hope, puts it this way: “Every 
act of love, every deed done in 
Christ by the Spirit, every work 
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 Abbreviated “State of the Church” 

Some have asked that we share some of the highlights in the news letter from the 
“State of The Church” given at our recent Church Business Meeting. 
• Church membership: We had 21 baptism or Profession of Faith additions to our 

membership and 45 joined by transfer of membership.  Our total membership at 
the end of 2009 is: 723. 

• We had a 13.5% increase in Tithe for 2009 equaling $553,881.44. 
• Our local church budget was voted to remain the same at $17,250/month. 
• We received our first payment from our Villanueva/Shidler Educational             

endowment of $11,000.00 which will help with our Student Aid at San Diego 
Academy. 

• We deposited another $200,000.00 into an endowment this year, which was 
matched by the SECC Conference making it a $400,000.00 endowment which will 
begin paying in 2011, and will generate $20,000.00 annually for our School     
Subsidy at San Diego Academy.  This was possible because of our “sale” of the 
Cell Tower rental contract a few years ago.  We still have over $200,000.00 in our 
account waiting to be invested and matched.  Our goal is to eventually have over  
1 million in this endowment which will generate over $50,000.00 each year      
perpetually. 

• This will begin lowering our monthly budget needs starting in 2011. 
• Community Services gave away over 150,000 pounds of food and over 15,000 

pieces of clothing last year at a total value of over $255,000.00!  Helping over 300 
families each week!  We thank all of our volunteers who helped make this ministry 
possible! 

• Pathfinders received the highest number of points at our recent inspection, and 
also have the conference trophy from last year’s “Kite day” for the “largest flying 
club kite.” They attended the International Pathfinder Camporee last August in 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 
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Do you receive Pastor Will’s weekly e-News?  If 
not, send an  email to pvchurch@aol.com          
requesting it. 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

Will James, Senior Pastor                               
pastorwill@cox.net       619-434-4548         
Geoffrey Blake, Assistant Pastor      
geoffrey.c.blake@gmail.com      619-618-6274                         
Harry Bennett Jr, Associate Pastor                 
pvchurch@aol.com       619-475-0383            
Peggy James, Children’s Min/Com. Serv.  
peggyjames@cox.net      619-395-5088              
Darcy Justiniano, Church Office Administrator  
pvchurch@sbcglobal.net     619-267-8990  

Office Hours: Monday-Friday. 9am-1pm  

NEWS just for you 

                                    
 

April—May 2010 

Calling all Ladies! 

 

 
 

You are all invited to attend our Women’s Ministry 
Meeting!  

We will meet April 3 and May 1, at 1:30 pm in the 
Community Service building. Come and hear 

what Women’s Ministry is all about, and how it 
can be a part of your life. . 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

RUMMAGE 
SALE 

April 11, 12, 13 

Sunday 12 - 5 pm,  

Monday, Tuesday 

8:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Plants, Vintage Items, Books, Furniture, 
Household items, Tools, Christmas, Jewelry,                 

“Previously Cherished Items” 

Paradise Valley Community         
Center 

2737 E 7th Street,           
National City 

For 
sale 

Come and enjoy a special Easter 
program at PV church! 

Steve Mosley’s The Chosen Garment is a 
dramatic presentation of God’s love, 

Hope, and Grace. 
You do not want to miss 

this incredible            
presentation. 

Sabbath, April 3,   
at 10:45 am  

PV Church invites you to come and enjoy a        

wonderful Sabbath filled with music presented by 

Lodi Academy and San Diego Academy             

bands combined. 

Sabbath, May 1, at 10:45 am 

Message by,                                                      

Medardo Marroquin 

Paradise Village invites 
you to come and enjoy a 
violin concert presented 

by Jaime Jorge                  
on Saturday, April 24      

at 6 pm 
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 2 
9:30 am  
Seniors exercise  
7 pm Fellowship 
and outreach 
7 pm Vespers at 
Paradise Village  
7 pm Arcelia - 
Small Group 
8 pm Rhythm  

3 
10:45 am           
Guest Presenter,  
Steve Mosley  
12:30 pm Potluck 
12:30- 3 pm  
Laotian Group 
1:30 pm Women’s 
Ministries 
3 pm Bible Study–      
Tagalog group in 
Library 

4 

6 am  
Rhythm - 
Resurrection!  
7 am  
Oración 

5 
5:30 am PV 
Prayer Partners  
9:30 am 
Seniors  
Exercise Class  
 

6 
9-12 pm  
Community  
Service 
 

7  
10 am Peggy -   
Small Group 
2 pm              
Furaha Ministry 
6 pm Culto de  
Oracion 
6:30 pm  
Pathfinders 
6:30 pm        
Children’s Choir 
7 pm Bible Study at 
Paradise Village  

8 
Pathfinder 
Teens 
leave for 
River trip 

9 
9:30 am Seniors  
Exercise class 
7 pm Vespers at 
Paradise Village 
7 pm Arcelia - 
Small Group 
Teens gone to 
River trip 

10 
10:45 am Children’s 
Church 
12:30 pm Laotian 
group 
3 pm Bible study-       
Tagalog group in 
Library 
Teens gone to River 
Trip 

11 
7 am 
Oración 
Teens come 
back from 
River trip 
Rummage 
Sale 12-5p 

12 
5:30 am PV 
Prayer  
Partners 
9:30 am Senior 
Exercise Class  
Rummage 
Sale 8-3p 

13 
9-12 pm     
Community  
Service 
Rummage 
Sale 8-3p 
7 pm Church 
Board meeting 
in Jr. Room 

14 
10 am Peggy -   
Small Group 
2 pm              
Furaha Ministry 
6 pm Culto de  
Oracion 
6:30 pm  
Pathfinders 
6:30 pm        
Children’s Choir 
7 pm Bible Study at 
Paradise Village  

15 16 
9:30 am  
Seniors Exercise 
Class  
7 pm Vespers at 
Paradise Village 
7 pm Arcelia - 
Small Group 
 

17 
10:45 am Pathfinder  
Sabbath 
12:30 pm Laotian 
Group 
3 pm Bible study -      
Tagalog group in 
Library 
 

18 
7 am  
Oración 

19 
5:30 am PV 
Prayer Partners  
9:30 am Senior 
Exercise Class  
 

20 
9-12 pm  
Community  
Service 

21 
10 am Peggy -   
Small Group 
2 pm              
Furaha Ministry 
6 pm Culto de  
Oracion 
6:30 pm  
Pathfinders 
6:30 pm        
Children’s Choir 
7 pm Bible Study at 
Paradise Village  

22 23 
9:30 am Seniors 
Exercise Class  
7 pm Vespers at 
Paradise Village 
7 pm Arcelia - 
Small Group 
 

24 
12:30 pm Laotian 
Group 
3 pm Bible study -      
Tagalog group in 
Library 
6 pm Violin Concert 
at Paradise Village by 
Jaime Jorge 

25 
7 am 
Oración 

26 
5:30 am PV 
Prayer Partners  
9:30 am Senior 
Exercise Class  

27 
9-12 pm  
Community  
Service 

28 
Same as above 

29 
 

30 
Same as above 
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1 
10:45 am Lodi & SD Academy 
musical church program 
10:45 am Children’s church 
12:30 pm Potluck 
12:30 pm Laotian group 
1:30 Women’s Ministry in 
Comm. Service room 
3 pm Bible Study–               
Tagalog group in Library 

2 
7 am Oración 
 

3 
5:30 am PV 
Prayer Partners 
9:30 am Seniors 
exercise class 
 

4 
9-noon            
Community      
Service 

5 
10 am Peggy -   
Small Group 
2 pm              
Furaha Ministry 
6 pm Culto de  
Oracion 
6:30 pm  
Pathfinders 
6:30 pm        
Children’s Choir 
7 pm Bible Study at 
Paradise Village  

6 
 

7 
9:30 am Seniors  
Exercise class 
7 pm Vespers at 
Paradise Village 
7 pm Arcelia - 
Small Group 

8 
12:30 pm Laotian group 
3 pm Bible Study–               
Tagalog group in Library 

9 
7 am Oración 
Happy 
Mother’s 
Day! 

10 
5:30 am PV 
Prayer Partners 
9:30 am Seniors 
exercise class 
 

11 
9-noon 
Community 
Service 
7 pm Church 
Board Meeting 
in Jr. Room 
 

12 
10 am Peggy -   
Small Group 
2 pm              
Furaha Ministry 
6 pm Culto de  
Oracion 
6:30 pm  
Pathfinders 
6:30 pm        
Children’s Choir 
7 pm Bible Study at 
Paradise Village  

13 14 
9:30 am Seniors  
Exercise class 
7 pm Vespers at 
Paradise Village 
7 pm Arcelia - 
Small Group 

15 
12:30 pm Laotian group 
3 pm Bible Study–               
Tagalog group in Library 
6:30 pm Christian Edition 
Men’s Chorus at Paradise   
Village 

16 
7 am Oración 
Pathfinder Fair 
in Riverside 

17 
5:30am PV 
Prayer Partners 
9:30 am Seniors 
exercise class 

18 
9-noon 
Community 
Service 

19 
Same as above 

20 21 
Same as above 
8 pm Rhythm 

22 
12:30 pm Laotian group 
3 pm Bible Study–               
Tagalog group in Library 

23 
7 am Oración 
 

24 
5:30am PV 
Prayer Partners 
9:30 am Seniors 
exercise class 

25 
9-noon 
Community 
Service 
 

26 
Same as above 

27 28 
Same as above 

29 

7 am Oración 31 
5:30am PV 
Prayer Partners 
9:30 am Seniors 
exercise class 
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Apr 3 “The Chosen Garment” - Steven Mosley, Easter Special at PV Church. Music by                      

Sampaguita Dalisay-Bahena. 

Apr 11-13 Rummage Sale April 11 from 12-5pm, 12 & 13 from 8-3 pm 

Apr 17 Pathfinder Sabbath 

Apr 24 Jaime Jorge, violinist, will perform at Paradise Village at 6 pm 

May 1 Combined Bands of Lodi Academy and San Diego Academy in special praise Service,         

10:45 am. Message by Medardo Marroquin. 

May 15 Christian Edition Men’s Chorus, 6:30 pm at Paradise Village 

   

 

Special events at Paradise Valley 


