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at crucial moments.  

Giving people things 

made them happy, and 

she liked that—to see 

them pause and smile. 

Christmas was her fa-

vorite time of the year. 

On the day before 

Christmas the board was 

discussing sales     

strategies for the coming 

year. “Sales bring    

profits, and that’s what   

matters,” Jonathan was 

telling his men.        

Suddenly the door 

opened. In walked 

Marianne. Interrupting a 

board meeting was a    

class-one offense. No 

one could imagine how 

she got past the         

secretary. But there she 

was, smiling as if she 

were coming to her own 

birthday party. “Hi, Mr. 

Burroghson. I brought 

your Christmas gift,” 

she said, prancing to the 

front of the room and 

handing him a wrapped 

package.                      

Jonathan forced a smile. 

“Thank you, Marianne.”   

“I think you’re going to 

like it,” she said. The 

board members were 

hushed. “Aren’t you   

ROOM 

“While they were there, the 

time came for the baby to be 

born, and she gave birth to 

her firstborn, a son. She 

wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger,    

because there was no room 

for them in the inn” (Luke 

2:6-7 NIV). 

Lee Mellinger tells of     

Jonathan Burroghson, a busy 

sales manager of AIF      

Corporation, in the short 

story “Accounts Payable:” 

Jonathan Burroghson had to 

answer only to the vice   

president and the board of 

directors. His days were 

spent in meetings discussing 

changes in the prime rate and 

trying to predict the quarterly 

profit margin. It was a busy 

life. Work started at 6:00 am 

with the Wall Street Journal 
and a review of the day’s 

schedule. At 8:00 am there 

was a salesmen’s meeting, 

followed by a board meeting. 

Then a meeting with the 

president, then a finance 

meeting. When the vice 

president retired, Jonathan 

was the obvious replacement. 

That also made him chairman 

of the sales committee. More 

meetings, more conventions. 

Jonathan hardly noticed 

the Christmas season    

approaching. But he had 

worked hard to get to this 

point. He had come from a 

small Midwest town and 

had paid his own way 

through college,       

graduating at the top of his 

class. He had been 

awarded a scholarship for 

graduate study at Harvard          

University, which gave 

him his pick of top     

management jobs. But     

somewhere between    

Harvard and the       

boardroom, he had all but 

forgotten that life was 

more than AIF             

Corporation and        

maintaining a good profit 

margin. But AIF had    

another influential     

member who had not    

forgotten life’s          

meaningfulness. Her name 

was Marianne.  

Everyone knew Marianne. 

She was the secretary in 

Accounts Payable, but she 

was welcome everywhere 

in the company. She     

offered a dose of serenity 

amid the industrial chaos. 

She was always smiling 

and had a peculiar habit of 

bringing people small gifts 
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going to open it?” she asked. 

Jonathan glanced at the faces 

around the table.                       

“It’s all right; you can open it 

before Christmas,” Marianne 

urged. 

Jonathan looked down at the 

package in his hands, then 

carefully pulled the red tissue 

paper apart. Inside were three 

brightly colored packages of 

flower seeds. Suddenly he 

smiled, not his forced       

corporate smile but a genuine 

one that warmed everyone in 

the room. “I think this     

meeting can wait until after 

the holidays,” he announced. 

“After all, it’s Christmas 

Eve!” His men hesitated, 

then began to gather papers 

into their briefcases. Jona-

than turned to Marianne. “Do 

you know what a profit   

margin is, Marianne?”                    

“No,” she answered.     

“Good, let’s keep it that 

way.” He smiled as he held 

the door open for her. 

Maya Angelou writes, 

“Human history is filled with 

the search for room to live, 

room to learn, and room to 

love. In Christian lore the 

most poignant search is the 

search of Mary and Joseph to 

find a place to bring their 

baby and our baby into the 

world. That they found     

finally only a cattle barn 

makes all human beings 

who hear the story one 

with the little baby born in 

the     manger. We are at 

our best, we human be-

ings, when we endeavor to 

make room for someone to 

live in peace and in joy.” 

Marianne made room for 

peace and joy by           

interrupting the busy 

boardroom with her     

simple gift of flower 

seeds. As we enter this 

Advent Season here at 

Paradise Valley, there are 

people all around us 

searching for room to live, 

room to learn and room to 

love. How can we make 

room for those among us 

to live in peace and in joy? 

Will there be room in our 

inn? 

 

Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Geoff Blake 
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Do you receive Pastor Will’s weekly e-News?  If 
not, send an  email to pvchurch@aol.com request-
ing it. 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

Will James, Senior Pastor                               
pastorwill@cox.net       619-434-4548         
Geoffrey Blake, Assistant Pastor      
geoffrey.c.blake@gmail.com      619-618-6274                         
Harry Bennett Jr., Associate Pastor                 
pvchurch@aol.com       619-475-0383            
Peggy James, Children’s Min,/Com. Serv.  
peggyjames@cox.net      619-395-5088              
Darcy Justiniano, Church Office Admin  
pvchurch@sbcglobal.net     619-267-8990 

  

Office Hours: Tuesday–Thursday 9-6, Fridays 9-12  

NEWS just for you 

                                    

    
Junior High ChoirJunior High ChoirJunior High ChoirJunior High Choir    

Academy ChoraleAcademy ChoraleAcademy ChoraleAcademy Chorale    

Concert BandConcert BandConcert BandConcert Band    
Haroldo Álvarez-Riascos, Director 

Paradise Valley Church 

December 12, 2009 

10:40 A.M. 

2701 E. 8th St., National City, CA 91950 

You are invited to       

PV Church's 
Christmas Around the World Social! 

Come spend time with our church Come spend time with our church 
family for food, fun and                  family for food, fun and                  

entertainment.entertainment.  
 ����DressDress--up in your favorite ethnic up in your favorite ethnic   

      costume.costume.  
����Bring your favorite ethnic food to Bring your favorite ethnic food to   

      share.share.  
����Bring a new unwrapped toy to  Bring a new unwrapped toy to    

      share with a child in need of a toy share with a child in need of a toy   
    this Christmasthis Christmas 

  

When/where: December 5 in Fellowship Hall  

Time: 6-9 pm 

 

 

December 2009—January 2010 

San Diego Academy       
presents                             

Christmas Concert 

Calling all Ladies! 

 

 

 

You are all invited to attend our first Women’s 
Ministry Meeting of 2010!!  

We will meet Jan 2, immediately after potluck in 
the Community Service building.                    

Come and hear what Women’s Ministry is all 
about, and how it can be a part of your life. 
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    1  

9-12 pm     
Community  
Service 

2 
10 am Journey 
with Jesus 
6 pm Culto de 
Oracio 
6:30-8:30 pm  
Pathfinders 
7 pm Bible study 
w/ Bennett's 
7 pm Tagalog Bible 
study 

3 4 
9:30 am  
Seniors exercise  
7 pm fellowship 
and outreach 
7 pm Praise team 
practice 
7 pm Small group; 
Arcelia 
8 pm Rhythm 

5 
11– noon  
Children’s Church 
12:30-3 pm  
Laotian Group 
12:30 pm Greeter’s  
meeting 
3 pm Bible Study–  
Flores/Marifosque 
5-9 pm Church  
Christmas Party 

6 7 
5:30-6:30 am PV 
Prayer Partners  
9:30 am Seniors  
Exercise Class  
7-8 pm Ed  
Marifosque– Small 
Group 

8 
9-12 pm  
Community  
Service 
6 pm  
Finance Com. 
7 pm Church 
Board Meeting 

9 
10 am Journey 
with Jesus/ 
6 pm Culto de 
Oracion 
6:30 pm  
Pathfinders 
7 pm Bible Study 
w/ Bennett's  
7 pm Tagalog Bible 
Study 

10  
 

11 
9:30 am Seniors 
Exercise class 
7 pm fellowship 
and outreach 
7 pm Praise team 
practice 
7 pm Small group; 
Arcelia 
8 pm rhythm 

12 
10:30 SD Academy’s 
Christmas Program 
12:30-3 pm Laotian 
group 
12:30 pm Deacon’s 
meeting 
3 pm Bible study-
Flores/Marifosque 

13 
7-8 am  
Oracion 
 

14 
5:30-6:30 am PV 
Prayer  
Partners 
9:30-10:30 am 
Sen. Exercise Class  
6-9 pm Mrs. Ben-
nett’s piano recital 
7 pm Ed  
Marifosque– Small 
Group 

15 
9-12 pm     
Community  
Service 

16 
10-11 am Journey 
with Jesus 
6-7 pm Culto de 
Oracion 
6:30-8:30pm  
Pathfinders 
7-8 pm Bible Study 
w/ Bennett's  
7-8 pm Tagalog 
Bible Study 

17 18 
9:30-10:30 am  
Seniors Exercise 
Class  
7-8 pm fellowship 
and outreach 
7-8 pm Praise team 
practice 
7-8 pm Small 
group; Arcelia 
7-9 pm Youth Cafe 

19 
10:45 am Adventurers/
children’s  feature 
12:30-1:30 pm Elder’s 
meeting 
2-6 pm Lao/Christian 
SD  com. meeting 
3 pm Bible study w/ 
Flores/Marifosque 
 

20 
7-8 am  
Oracion 
 

21 
5:30 am PV Prayer 
Partners  
9:30 am  
Snrs. Exercise 
Class  
7 pm Ed  
Marifosque– Small 
Group 
 

22 
9-12 pm  
Community  
Service 

23 
NO Journey with 
Jesus 
6 pm Culto de 
Oracion 
NO Pathfinders 
7 pm Bible Study 
w/ Bennett's  
7 pm Tagalog Bible 
Study 

 25 
MERRY  
CHRISTMAS! 

26 
12:30-3 Laotian group 
3-4 pm  Bible study w/ 
Flores/Marifosque 

27 
7-8 am  
Oracion 
 

28 
5:30-6:30 am PV 
Prayer Partners  
9:30 am Sen.    
Exercise Class  
7-8 pm Ed      
Marifosque– Small 
Group 
 

29 
NO Community 
Service 

30 
 NO Journey with 
Jesus 
6 pm Culto de 
Oracion 
NO Pathfinders 
7 pm Bible Study 
w/ Bennett's  
7 pm Tagalog Bible 
Study 

31 
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     1 
9:30 am   Seniors 
exercise class 
7 pm Fellowship 
and outreach 
7 pm Praise Team          
Practice 
7 pm Small Group   
Arcelia  
 

2 
11 am Children’s church 
12:30 pm Potluck 
12:30 pm   Laotian group 
3 pm Bible study;  
7-10 pm Youth’s New Years 
Party 

3 
7 am Oracion 
 

4 
5:30 am PV 
Prayer   Partners 
9:30 am  Seniors 
exercise class 
7 pm Ed      
Marifosque’s 
small group  

5 
9-noon            
Community      
Service 

6 
10am Journey 
w/ Jesus 
6:30 pm           
Pathfinders  
7pm Bible 
Study w/
Bennetts 
7pm Culto de   
Oracion 
7pm Tagalog 
Bible Study 

7 
 

8 
9:30 am   Seniors 
exercise class 
7 pm Fellowship 
and outreach 
7 pm Praise Team          
Practice 
7 pm Small Group   
Arcelia  

9 
12:30 pm Laotian group 
3 pm Bible study; Flores/
Marifosque 

10 
7-8 am Oracion 
2:30 pm      
Adventurers 

11 
5:30am PV 
Prayer   Partners 
9:30 am  Seniors 
exercise class 
7 pm Ed   Mari-
fosque’s small 
group  

12 
9-noon   
Community 
Service 
6 pm Finance 
committee 
meeting 
7 pm Church 
board meet-
ing 

13 
Same as above 

14 15 
9:30 am   Seniors 
exercise class 
7 pm Fellowship 
and outreach 
7 pm Praise Team          
Practice 
7 pm Small Group   
Arcelia  

16 
12:30 pm Laotian group 
 3 pm Bible study; Flores/
Marifosque 

17 
Pathfinder  
Honors Fair in 
El Cajon 
7-8 am Oracion 
 

18 
5:30am PV 
Prayer   Partners 
9:30 am  Seniors 
exercise class 
7 pm Ed  Mari-
fosque’s small 
group  

19 
9-noon   
Community 
Service 

20 
Same as above 

21 22 
9:30 am   Seniors 
exercise class 
7 pm Fellowship 
and outreach 
7 pm Praise Team          
Practice 
7 pm Small Group   
Arcelia  

23 
12:30 pm Laotian group 
3 pm Bible study; Flores/
Marifosque 

24 
7-8 am Oracion 
 

25 
5:30am PV 
Prayer  Partners 
9:30 am  Seniors 
exercise class 
7 pm Ed      
Marifosque’s 
small group  

26 
9-noon   
Community 
Service 
 

27 
Same as above 

28 29 
9:30 am   Seniors 
exercise class 
7 pm Fellowship 
and outreach 
7 pm Praise Team          
Practice 
7 pm Small Group   
Arcelia  

30 
12:30 pm Laotian group 
3 pm Bible study; Flores/
Marifosque 
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Merry Christmas  and 
Happy New Year! 

Dec. 5  After God’s Own Heart  - Will James 

Dec. 12  San Diego Academy Christmas Concert (Band & Choirs) 

Dec. 19  The Present God Wants   - Will James 

Dec. 26  The Parthian Menace  - John Duge 

Jan. 2  The Fog of the Broken Heart (Communion) - Harry Bennett 

Jan 9  Longing for More-Spiritual Rhythm  - Will James 

Jan 16  Deepening our Intimacy with God-Prayer  - Will James 

Jan 23  Creating Space for God-Solitude  - Geoff Blake 

Jan 30  Encountering God through Scripture  - Will James 

Sabbaths at Paradise Valley 


